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* By DAVID IGNATIUS: ~ “terintelligence operations for many years,  is without question the best introducton 10 .
“Lers get on with it.” : : : ‘rose to become the No. 3 man at the Bu- * the CIA (whose brief, 30-year history is en-
According ta Thomas Powers in his new - reau, and finally left in 1971 after a bitter  compassed almost completely within Mr.
book, *“The Man Who Kept the Secrets,” - ~feud with then-director J. Edgar Hoover. - Helms's career) that has yet been written.
that phrase was characteristic of Richard - -~ Mr. Sullivan’s mental torments are clear . | Mr. Sullivan's meandering book, in con-
Helms, former director of Central Intelli-.: between the lines of *“The Bureau,” a book - trast, should be skipped. Tt adds a few new
gence.. The pragmatic Mr. Helms, as his .~ he drafted before his death in a hupting ac- .details to the histery of Mr. Hoover's auto~
biographer makes clear, had little use for ident in 1977, o “cratic- regime-at: the FBI, but little to-a”
spy fantasies. And if the CIA director’s | ~Mr.-Sullivan's: book-spllis some: s ‘reader’s understanding of why such terri-
pragmatism makes him- appear, in retto-;. about the spy business; such; as-. his suspi-*“ble things were-allowed 1o -happen.. (The
spect, something” of & bureaucrat; it also cn that-the Russians placed a penetration:. i answer, In part,is. surely that for decades, .
“helped him remain a‘sane and reasonable agent ‘within the .FBI's: New York: offic i - Sull ere afraid to speak
his d Mr;:Sullivan apparently spilled many. NS T
e +In conversations: with'- yeporters
¥nameq:and. events' came: bubbling out: ¢
émm'ﬁémimat'murky;cor‘eﬂof intelligence
‘all;tinged with the: venom of Mr. Sullivan's-
atred for his formier:boss Mr: Hoover: To
ead Mr:; Sullivan’s “book "is - to “see='d
thoughtful Tnas. hiumbled by the need toav-
ge- past:injuries:to-his pride: and - justify:
: ) , _ iseve action—even;at:the~cost: of ‘re-~
W. W. Norton & Co- 28 pages:. $18.95. ing the secrets:he struggled so long to

- Notso:Richard ;Helms.. ;
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. elms-and: his .
. protector. of: American: Presidentsy M
owers reaches two important conclusionsg::
First, he; argues that:in"the few" instancesss
where" the, - CIAattenipted .1o: assassinate.j
oreign leaders,: it;did: so on- orders from -4
.S Presidents . or-with their knowledge. -
Second,: he: contends. that Richard. Helms
was: fired by :President: Nixon in-1973 be--
cause he refused torallow Mrz Nixon to-use
e CIA to cover up the Watergate scandal.
: b; ng | ! ; :50:: R ] s+ Hi ] _ 2 Mr.- Powers.” offers considerable . evi-;
By Thomas..Powers,. Alfred -A. > Knopf. the CIA”dnd in retirement, seemed to echo.” -dence to support these: arguments; bist. jn-" %
i at. terse. advice of the Duchess of Wind- . terestingly, none.of it appears to-have o
i+ Never explain; never complain.”” He . come from Mr. Helms himself, The-farmer-«
t others travel the world during the agen-- " CIA director, it seems, is still keeping the.
¢y’s glory days, running Secret armies and. *secrets and protecting Presidents—eve “at
rganizing coups. And he let others wran- - the cost of his 0w reputation. iy .2 £ ¢
'gle over what Mr. Powers calls the “‘ep~ ~ T
_Istemological” questions of intelligence— - - ‘Mr. Ignati

- The‘Bookshel
- ..-"The Bureau: My Thirty Years
S % iin -Hoover's-FBI'
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- A pbe
world is likely to’come to"a § I view: i
Let's get on with it: The conundrums of in
telligences are: so. strange .and seductive .
that theyleave the investigator unprepared.
for the greatest:secret'ofall: At the core of

B g

rites about ‘intelligence +°

fellince—instead of thebard: roek: oty the study of how we know things abost the - 3 “matters: for_itheé Journal’s Washinglon ;
fact_theré often' )nl : th va mus'mjs . e!.lerny-’f B R e ok '__,_‘bufeau-; ~' e i'“"”" ; '4‘; i X ‘e
p - Mr. Helms was a manager.. He sawhisy 4o Peiubdd et oo \"“‘”;

f . -
of uncertalnty. b as taking the heat—for Presidents'and’

. A CLAZagent.disappears. in-Vienna, an
four-years later, an-attorneysworking ::
most full:time-on the .case,: with abundan
kelp- from.= thew CIA; s is*still zuncertain
whether. the man is dead or alive; ' whethe

e dirty work that lay behind their grand |
ternational deslgns, ‘and. for the some-
times-crazy schemes of his subordinates at
e CIA.. Richard Helms: protected: them:
¢ alliiy e
This - managerial “commitment "to-se-
¢recy ultimately got. Mr. Helms into seri-

~ous legal trouble. In 1970, he had been or<
“‘dered by President’ Nixon'to prevent; by: _
hatever means necessary, the election of} =
Salvador-~Allende as ‘President of Chile;. STAT
hen questioned about the resulting covert,
! campaign by a Senate committee in 1973,
" he lied.. Later, in the new world of govern-+
ment. ethics that had been created by Wa-:
tergate, Mr. Helms pleaded no contest to'a-
criminal charge stel g from this false:
testMONY. /40 5 i S ORI
*Mr, Powers' takes :
etic' view toward the CIA. He believes
that the U.S. needs a spy service; and that:
spy service Is useless unless it can pro--
tect its secrets.. Thus his respect for Mr..|
Helms, who surely must be flatteted by the,
title Mr. Powers chose for his book. /* ¢ I
. Mr. Powers writes with the precision of
alsf:zme;; rjmr-serviw reporter, .but -he’ss
'Sﬁm}‘?’; ﬂsli?l iiﬁ;;gg@gmﬂ%%‘iﬁ about-some of the dgency's great charac=]
-van. Mr.; Sullivan FBI's coun-.i:" ters. Hig book is-a pleasure to read, and. it* -
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Soviet; defectors: may: have’ told” the: CIA-
about: him;_ he-isn’t. a- Soviet.double: agen
Is he lying? It takes mionths. to realize that:
" nobody. at the CIA or the FBI-really knows ]
.- Such'intrigues of espionage, and the’b
* reaucratic- infighting:- that". ineyitably: ac-
* companied them, ‘swept up- many of-Mr.
" Helms's fellow Intelligence officers: Frank.
“'Wisner;’for. example, was:a. fabled.CIA of %
. ficer who directed the agency’s clandestine:
service during the:1950s. Between Mr. Wis-
ner’s jaunts.abroad to help: topple govern-
" ments; hiscwite would. host: the most: ele=
gant dinner-parties . i Washington.“sMr:}
. Wisner..worked himseif. into-a ¥ nervous
_ breakdown,- and he- finally:
- with 2 shotgun in 19653 Ay Sl dhiR
The intelligence business, and the- 1ne




